Identification Subject PSIR 110 Introduction to Political Science 6 ECTS
Department Political Science and Philosophy
Program Undergraduate
Term Fall, 2025
Instructor Rahimakhanim Hasanova
E-mail: rhasanova@khazar.org
Prerequisites Consent of instructor
Language Azerbaijan language
Compulsory/Elective Required

Required textbooks and
course materials

Core textbooks:

e  Heywood, A. (2019). Politics. Bloomsbury Publishing.

e Dooley, K. L., & Patten, J. N. (2021). Why Politics Matters: An
Introduction to Political Science (3rd ed.). Boston, MA: Cengage
Learning.

o Shively, W. P. (2019). Power & Choice: An Introduction to Political
Science (15th ed.). Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield.

e Atchison, A. L. (Ed.). (2021). Political Science is for Everybody: An
Introduction to Political Science. Toronto: University of Toronto
Press.

Course outline

This course aims to introduce students to the main concepts and research
themes in Politics.

Course objectives

1. Understand what politics encompasses and different approaches to
political analysis.

2. Introduce students to the main political ideologies and their
influence on political systems.

3. Examine the role of the state in political governance and various
interpretations of its function.

4. Explore the relationship between democracy and political legitimacy
and discuss the various forms of democratic governance.

5. Understand different political systems and regimes that exist around
the world and their characteristics.

6. Analyse the role of nationalism in contemporary politics and its
impact on global and national identities.

Learning outcomes

1.Discuss the intersection of economics and politics, focusing on the
different forms of capitalism and the global economy.

2.Explore the rise of identity politics and how identity shapes political
behaviour and policies.

3.Examine how culture and media influence politics, particularly in the age
of social media and misinformation.

4.Understand the mechanics of political representation, the role of elections,
and party politics in shaping government and policy.

5.Analyse the importance of constitutions, legal systems, and leadership in
political governance.

Explore international politics, the role of global institutions, and assess
whether politics is "broken" in contemporary times.

Teaching methods

Lecture ’ S




Group discussion X
Case analysis X
Others
Evaluation Methods Date/deadlines Percentage (%)
Midterm 8 week 30
Attendance and During the semester 10
Active Participation
Book/Case Study During the semester 10
Presentation
Quiz During the semester 10
Final Exam At the end of the 40
course
Total 100
Policy e Preparation for class

The structure of this course makes your individual study and preparation
outside the class extremely important. The lecture material will focus on the
major points introduced in the text. Reading the assigned chapters and having
some familiarity with them before class will greatly assist your understanding
of the lecture. After the lecture, you should study your notes and work
relevant problems from the end of the chapter and sample exam questions.
After each lesson for the next class all students are required to be well-
prepared and answer the questions. The core reading materials are
emphasized in bold italic scripts in respective places in the tentative schedule.
The rest of the given materials are supplementary and are highly advised to
read. If a student shows unresponsible manner and does not get prepared
for the class for more than 2 successive lessons appropriate marks will
be deduced.

e Withdrawal (pass/fail)

This course strictly follows grading policy of the School of Humanities and
Social Sciences. Thus, a student is normally expected to achieve a mark of
at least 60% to pass. In case of failure, he/she will be required to repeat the
course the following term or year.

e Cheating

Cheating or other plagiarism during the Quizzes, Mid-term and Final
Examinations will lead to paper cancellation. In this case, the student will
automatically get zero (0), without any considerations.

e Group discussion




For each class students are expected to digest the material and be well
prepared for the discussion. Further reading and fresh ideas are welcomed.
For their active participation in total, 10 points will be added to the final
marks.

e (ase Study/Book Presentation

Case Studies (Presentations): Students will be assigned different topics.
They will do mini research and present their findings in a Power Point
slideshow. The deadline for this project is different for each student which
will be assigned randomly based on draw and failure to meet this deadline
will result in a score of "0" for this section. Further details will be shared with
them during the class for “how to do”.

Book Presentation: Students will be assigned a book by the instructor.
They will be required to read the book and present its key ideas, analysis,
and personal reflections.

e FExams

To assess students' preparedness in the course, both mid-term and final exams
will be administered, with the specific dates determined by the dean's office.
Typically, mid-term exams will commence around the midpoint of the course,
while the final exam will be scheduled at the conclusion of the course. On the
exam paper, students will encounter 7 potential questions, but they are only
required to select and respond to 5 of them. Each chosen question in the mid-
term and final exams holds a weight of 6 points. The questions are open-
ended, and the evaluation will consider the development of English language
skills, comprehension of the question, and the organization of the answers,
aiming to enhance these aspects during the assessment process.

e Book reading

Student will be assigned to read a selected geopolitics masterpiece during
each term and at the end there will be all group involved debate and
discussion. It should be noted that those books are different from core reading
and suggested reading.

e Quizzes

There will be only one quiz during the semester. It will consist of 20
multiple-choice questions, each worth 0.5 points, for a total of 10 points.

Professional behaviour guidelines




and unethical behaviour are strictly prohibited.

The students shall behave in a way to create a favourable academic and
professional environment during the class hours. Unauthorized discussions

Tentative Schedule

Topics

Textbook/Assignments

Demokratiya vo Legitimlik
o Siyasi legitimlik, legitimlis bohrani,
demokratiya modellori.

>0
= |88
1 16-19.09.2025 Heywood, A. (2019). Politics.
Siyasat elmina giris vo asas anlayislar Bloomsbury Publishing.
o Siyasat elminin anlayislari, siyasatin | Chapter 1 (What is Politics?)
oyronilmasina yanasmalar, giic, Dooley, K. L., & Patten, J.
salahiyyat va legitimlik kimi N. (2021). WHY POLITICS
anlayislar. MATTERS 1
2 23-26.09.2025 Chapter 2 (Political Ideas
and Ideologies)
Shively, W.P. and Schultz, D.
Power and Choice: An
. Introduction to Political
Siyasi Ideologiyalar Science, (p. 66-87)
e Realizm, Liberalizm, Konservatizm, | Dooley, K. L., & Patten, J. N.
Sosializm, Anarxizm, Fagsizm, (2021). Why Politics Matters:
Feminizm, Yasil jdeologiya ) An Introduction to Political
Populizm. Science (3rd ed.). Boston,
MA: Cengage Learning. p.
(51-81)
Heywood, A. (2019). Politics.
Bloomsbury Publishing. p.
(61-96)
3 30.09.2025- Shively, W.P. and Schultz, D.
03.10.2025 Power and Choice: An
Introduction to Political
Dovlat vo onun Siyasatda rolu Science, Chapter 3.4
o Dovlat anlayisi, doviatlo bagh
nazazriyyalar, doviatin rolu va doviat | Heywood, A. (2019). Politics.
giicii ilo bagl debatlar. Bloomsbury Publishing. p.
(100-133)
4 07-10.10.2025 Shively, W.P. and Schultz, D.

Power and Choice: An
Introduction to Political
Science, Chapter 7

Heywood, A. (2019). Politics.
Bloomsbury Publishing. p.
(134-174)




5 14-17.10.2025 Dooley, K. L., & Patten, J. N.
(2021). Why Politics Matters:
An Introduction to Political
Science (3rd ed.). Boston,
MA: Cengage Learning.
Siyasi rejimlor va sistemlor p- ?3 5-241
o Siyasi rejimlarin tasnifati (liberal Shively, W.P. and Schultz, D.
demokratiya, illiberal demokrativa, | Fower and Choice: An
avtoritar rejimlor) Introduction to Political
Science, p. 151-160
Heywood, A. (2019). Politics.
Bloomsbury Publishing. p.
(397-423)
6 21-24.10.2025 Millat va Mll.letgllllk . . o Heywood, A. (2019). Politics.
o Theories of nationalism, varieties of oy
. . . A Bloomsbury Publishing. p.
nationalism (liberal, conservative, (175-201)
xp gnsiqn ist), and the future of Shively, W.P. and Schultz, D.
nationalism. :
) . ) ) Power and Choice: An
* Millotilik nazariyyalori, Introduction to Political
millat¢iliyin novlori (liberal, Sn .
) L cience, p.117-119
konservativ, ekspansionist) va
galacayi.
7 28-31.10.2025 Heywood, A. (2019). Politics.
Bloomsbury Publishing. p.
C i 203-233
iyasi Iqtisadi loballasm
S yz:s Ig;;;gl?g’;z;v;d?l;?a asma Dooley, K. L., & Patten, J. N.
o .. (2021). Why Politics Matters:
qloballagmanin siyasata tasiri, An Introduction to Political
2007-2009 maliya bihram) e o
Science (3rd ed.). Boston,
MA: Cengage Learning. p.
(322-343)
8 04.11.2025 Midterm week none
9 11-14.11.2025 Heywood, A. (2019). Politics.
Bloomsbury Publishing. p.
Siyasi Iqtisadiyyat vo Qloballasma 235-263
Atchison, A. L. (Ed.). (2021).
e Kapitalizmin novlari, Political Science is for
qloballasmanin siyasata tasiri, Everybody: An Introduction
2007-2009 maliya bohrani). to Political Science. p. 403-
407
10 18-21.11.2025 Siyasi Madoaniyyat vo KIV Heywood, A. (2019). Politics.
o Siyasi madaniyyat, ananavi va sosial | Bloomsbury Publishing. p.
medianin siyasatda rolu, post-truth | 265-299
siyasat.
11 25-28.11.2025 Seckilor, Partiyalar vo sosverma Shively, W.P. and Schultz, D.

o Istirak nazoriyyalati, secki
sistemlori, secki davranist,
partiyalarin noviari va sistemlori.

Power and Choice: An
Introduction to Political
Science, Chapter 11




Heywood, A. (2019). Politics.
Bloomsbury Publishing. p.
301-333

12 02-05.12.2025 Qlobal idaraetmo va Siyasoatin galacayi Z?}:;:bi’lé' Igszl]zzzth;cs
o Qlobal idaraetma, BMT va 21-ci 619-649 ’
asrdaki ¢cagirisiar.
13 09-12.12.2025 Heywood, A. (2019). Politics.
Tangqidi siyasat Bloomsbury Publishing. p.
e Miiasir siyasatin tonqidi. 653-662
14 16-19.12.2025 Student will debate about the
oL . . contemporary situation in
Miiasir siyasi prosseslorin tohlili political theatre using
accumulated knowledge.
15 23-26.12.2025 Taqdimatlar Presenting assigned projects.

This syllabus is a guide for the course and any modifications to it will be announced in advance.




